My family

and other
animals

Mark Linkous dedicated his last album

to the spiders 1n his studio. This time,

he seems more concerned-with dogs

and babies. Oh, and Tem Waits and
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A" L” ﬁﬁt time bPMEhﬂI'SE 8
7% lark Linkous was mak-

o ﬂ-‘.ltﬂd it to the spiders..

0 In Virginia, their webs ‘vi-
E;gﬂn thes corners as the room
ed with Haunting music. He
lled it Good Morning Spider.
This time, it 1sn't s0o much Good
orning Spider as Goodbye
jarklehorse. Linkous's home stu-
p-at-his new house a few miles
ywn the road has picked up some
ywelcome guests — brown recluse
iders, antisocial eight-legged
iasts whose bites can lead to deep
arring and require plastic surgery.
pt exactly the kind of place you
ant to be inviting guests to. The
iinvited eight-legged guests were
| unlikely catalyst for Mark Link-
15's excellent adventure while
cording his third Sparklehorse
jus, It’s a Wonderful Life, another
stalment of the Virginia collective's
h'emd ballads and scarred country.
iird time in, Linkous has been
by a roll-call of “characters
special guests” of formidable
- Tom Waits, P.J Harvey, Mer
Rev's Jonathan Donahue and
na Persson from the Cardigans.
Sitting in the Hammer Horror
rrounds of London hotel, the
irm but shy Linkous looks deli-
pusly out of place, basketballer-tall
id dressed in checked shirt and a
hﬁverﬂﬁing a chainsaw manu-
r. His eves are soft and sad,
jd his voice a sometimes painfully
sitant Southern drawl more at
me with the backdrop of crickets
the rumble of farm machinery
the hum of London traffic,

|Iinimu5. you could argue, was

# residing in his riral home *

EPJ Harvey, he tells Stephen Dawlmg

rt.born inl mndfm it was here that
he diegJor u/fon mimisag cardy-in

..#-hmg an,.album, he . dedi-. 1996 after a combibation pf Valium

and antu!rpn.sszmls knocked him

Soutiforidt {0UrS i1 a iwte‘I bathroom

(badly damaging his legs); he then

~¢pent. thres, months in St.Mary’s
“Hospital,

undergoing: drastc
surgery. He still finds walking painful
and has braces in his lower leg, be-
cause all the muscies were cut out,

The rocky road to recovery has al-
ready delivered one fine album, and
it’s a Wonderjful Life looks set to be
one of the year's most intriguing
bright moments. Linkous still can't
credit the fact that some of his
herves have been harbouring de
sires to work with him ever since
Sparklehorse quietly cantered into
view with 1995's masterpiece, Viva-
dirtesubmarinetransmissionplot
(an album whose title came from a
peculiarly Linkous dream about a
US Civil War submersible). Take
Tom Waits, for instance, a man
whose music put Linkous back
together after a career in the lost-
without-trace rock band the Danc-
ing Hoods ended in heroin addiction
and suicidal depression. “Dog Door™
on [t's a Wonderful Life is the sound
of Linkous and Waits making the
maost menacing of sweel musie.

“I had the track recorded, and it
was finished, and [ couidn’t write a
melody forit, a song form,” Linkous
explains slowly. “But I didn't want to
lose it. I said to him, "Here, take this:
| can't do anything with it." He
wrote the words, and | flew out to his
studio, [ was going out there anyway
to chill out and write songs with
him." He happily admits that al-
though he and Waits have been
friends for a couple of vears now, it's

Mark Linkous of Sparkiehorse: ‘I told “Rolling Stone” that it w

only recently that he has been able
to talk to him on the phone without
a couple of shots in hus belly to

his nerves,
It used to be a simiar situation

with the Cardigans’ Nina Persson,
who crops up on the plamt:ve "Gﬂlt}
Day” and the shuddering “King ﬂl
Nails", “I'd heard she“ﬂsahﬂm
might show up when; “-:
" Linkous says S

Eﬁlkeri in the club and saw ht;‘.ll
freaked out and walked back to u:‘
bus and had a few more shnlfﬂ
whiskey to work my nerve “Pﬁ o
A ’t:ug ~rush on her. I'd seen E;nd
TV in little summer dresses.

then I went hﬂch‘. in and met

it was great.”

Linkous forgot about the mﬂﬁmig
until, while he was
Brookiyn, his violinist cﬂsulzlg mert-
tioned she’d just bum : Pery-
son on the ;mwm&nl ﬂmﬂﬂ

her She was down 10 45

within an hoyr she had the micro-

Sél up and was singing, [ love

her voice * So much so that Linkous

CO-produced the C ardigans
sﬁ:lrthmmmg solo album.

n's icy voice adds a further

sheen to the heart of It's o Wonder

h
i
b It wouldn't have
¢en right for Polly
‘o come to my house
and get Jﬂg~btf
‘-—--‘-‘_--__‘_‘__\__‘_ - — —
jul L
mﬂg;fe [fl" dlbum full of creeping
acrog, - DKOUS'S lyrics coming
fmm € Gothic hallucinations
emtalp South literary circle, all

g lotems i
: and warped
“,“ﬂ 'sk?:ther&ﬂa Lood ‘r!'m-ruﬂﬁ
ki oy ed round Linkous’s crip-

ent, thig appears a much

star'
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sn’'t the PJ Harvey on the album; it was this banjo-player Phil .Ium:ur Harvey' Muykel Nicolaou

gentler, if still slightly surreal, affair

There's a preoccupation with
amimals and babies that Linkous still
can't put his finger on. “It wasn't
intentional. It's just, there always
seemed to be a baby running around
where we were recording, or some-
body chasing a baby. And the animal
stuff, I never really realised until
after the record that it was about
amimals. Maybe there's dogs and
spiders because | realised [ was
more intrigued by the way animals
and babies see the world.”

[l's a Wonderful Life’s rich
tapestries helie the writer's block
Linkous struggled with after Good
Morming Spider’s worldwide tour
which took the aircraft-phobic Vir
ginian as far afield as New Zealand.
Al the same time he had to kick the
morphine that had been making life
bearable after the accident. It wasn't
easy. “I think a lot of it had to do with
being on prescription painkillers

for so long, I panicked. I'd been able
to lean on that for a long while. I'm
not on morphine any more. [ still
take painkillers. It hurts if [ walk
loo much, but it's not as bad as it
used to be."”

After recording two albums in
splendid Southern isolation, Linkous
decided he “wanted to travel around
and work with other people and not
do everything on this record myself
| wanted to work with John Parish
[PJ Harvey’s collaborator], and he
said, ‘Where do you want to record?’
[ didn’t know, but somewhere in the
background, his wife velled out:
‘Barcelona.’ So that's where we
went! Polly and Adrian [Utley, of Por
tishead|] came a few days later: It was
good that we went there, It wouldn’t
have been right for her to come to
my house and get dog-bit or some
thing.” He snorts. “My dogs jump
ing all over PJ Harvey... "

T'he downhome Virginia lifestyle

- Linkous and his wife, Theresa, live
on the edge of a pine forest with their
four dogs, cats, horses and Linkous’s
tumbledown collection of Italian
motorcycles - has been his boithole
ever since leaving Los Angeles in
disgust a decade ago. He's adamant
that this year’s record, with its star
turns, won't suck him into the pop
star lifestyle.

“Itold Rolling Stone that it wasn't
the tamous PJ Harvey at all; it was
this barjo-player Phil Junior Harvey,
And It wasn't Tom Waits; it was his
cousin Ron Waits, who works at the
Piggly Wiggly Grocery Slore.
There’'s a big lawsuil, and it's po-
larised the entire family; everybody
hates each other.”

‘It's a Wonderrul Life’ (Pariophone)
1y out on Monday. Sparklehorse
play with Dave Gilmour as part of
the Melidown festival at the South
Bank, London, on 22 June
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